Economics and Trade
of the Sudan for traders and raiders—types not always
readily distinguishable.
At the present time, on the contrary, the vegetable
kingdom and, to a lesser extent, the non-human but
domesticated part of the animal kingdom, supply all but
a very small proportion of our exported products, and
the mineral resources of the country, so far as they are
known, require but a brief description.
Gold is still mined in the range of mountains which
lies parallel and near to the Eed Sea coast. These mines
are extensions, by the aid of modern methods, of ancient
Egyptian workings. The largest of them has produced
some £E.300,000 worth of gold between 1913 and 1934.
The geological formation of the region is such that the
gold-bearing reefs are very much broken up and distorted,
with the result that, while they may yield a profit to
comparatively small enterprises, they offer no prospect
of development on a very large scale. Other gold mines
in the hills of the Nubian desert, though worked in the
present century, have been abandoned as no longer
profitable. The natives obtain gold, also, by washing,
in the southern part of the Fung Province.
Copper ore occurs in considerable quantity near the
boundary between Darfur and the Bahr el Gbazal pro-
vinces and could probably be worked if the railway served
this region ; but these deposits could not, by themselves,
bear the cost of making a railway; and there is not
sufficient produce of commercial value in the country
through which the line would pass, to justify its con-
struction on general grounds.
Iron is found in various parts of the Sudan and has
always been worked by the natives, but bo low-priced
a naetal, in the absence of coal, ia not of economic value.
Salt is produced by evaporation »t Fort SuicUya, on *
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